
Argument in favor of Measure G:  

Santa Cruz City Timing of Selecting Mayor/Vice Mayor 

 
 
Measure G is a simple clean-up amendment to the City Charter. Its only purpose 
is to clarify the timing for selection of the Mayor and Vice Mayor. 
 
The City Charter directs that the City Council select a Mayor and Vice Mayor 
each year from among its members. That provision will not change. The 
proposed amendment simply clarifies when this selection should occur. 
 
Currently, the Charter states that in a general election year, the selection of 
Mayor and Vice Mayor will occur at the second City Council meeting following the 
election. This provision was established years ago, when election results were 
generally verified fairly quickly. 
 
Now, because of the growing trend to vote by mail, and procedures to ensure 
that every vote is accurately counted, the process of certifying the final results 
takes more time. Because of this, it is not technically possible to meet the current 
provision of the City Charter. 
 
Selection of the Mayor and Vice Mayor currently happens as soon as possible 
after the election results are certified, but due to the timing of certification by the 
County, it is later than stated in the City’s Charter. 
 
This proposed amendment is a technical adjustment to ensure that selection of 
the Mayor and Vice Mayor will follow official certification of election results by the 
County Clerk. It does not alter how the Mayor and Vice Mayor are selected.  
 
Voting YES on Measure G will correct outdated language for greater clarity and 
ensure that the City’s official practices conform with those of the County 
Elections Department. This measure has been unanimously supported by the 
City Council. 
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