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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Rail Trail Segment 7 is a multi-use trail that runs contiguous to the
existing rail line from

The is the lead agency implementing Segment 7 and shall be for
the on-going of the trail.

The Regional Transportation Commission and is the
overall lead agency of the 32-mile Coastal

Rail Trail as adopted by the RTC and City in the Monterey Bay Scenic Sanctuary
Trail Network

The City hired for the Design and Environmental Services
of Rail Trail Segment 7; same designer who successfully completed the
and recent Multi-Use Trail Projects.



COST & SCHEDULE

funding is currently ; roughly $1M for design and permitting and

$4.3M for construction.

$5.3M Breakdown: secured by Congressman Sam Farr along with local private and
nonprofit donations from Coastal Conservancy ($50K), Friends of the Rail Trial and Bike Santa Cruz
County ($100K);

is of Final Schematic Plans to the construction set of plans,
specifications, & estimate ( ) and final permitting.
In the , complete environmental clearance, CPUC permitting, right-of-way

certification, and



ALIGNMENT &
SCHEMATIC PLANS

Initial schematic plans shared at event.
Comments were received, evaluated, and when possible were incorporated into
Final Schematic Plan.

To improve emergency access and security, in May a major alignment change was
sought through but was due to potentially
significant impacts to the park and its users. Fire and Police agreeable with

and for emergency vehicles.

In June, major alignment change achieved at allowing for the
to be constructed on the of the rail line.

incorporates the New Leaf alighment change and
concludes the phase of Segment 7.



City of Santa Cruz

Transportation and Public Works
Commission
Rail Trail Segment 7
Crossing Treatments


Presenter
Presentation Notes





Nat_ura__l Bridges Dr.

Natural Bridges

Santa Cruz Rall Trall Segment 7
2.1 Miles Long — 3 Zones



Presenter
Presentation Notes
First a few statistics:

Segment 7 is 2.1 miles long
Ranges from 12 to 16 feet wide
Contains 12 street crossings
Traverses 3 Generals Zones
Commercial/Industrial Zones between Natural Bridges and Almar
Circle Neighborhood Zone between Rankin and Lennox
Railroad Cut Zone between California and the Beach Street Roundabout





Commercial/Industrial Zone
Four Street Crossing Points
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This Commercial/Industrial Zone includes 4 trail crossings over streets with higher vehicle volumes. Crossing treatments include:
2 Green Lane Crossbikes with Activation which occur at the Swift and Fair Crossings
2 Green Lane Crossbikes without Activation which occur at the Natural Bridges and Almar Crossings
Before I show you these Crossbikes, I should first explain this type of crossing treatment if you’re not familiar with it.  


A Crossbike iIs

a crosswalk
enhancement that
allows cyclist to
remain mounted to
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roadway rather than
dismounting anc
walking their bike
through the pedestrian
crosswalk.
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Furthermore, the Crossbike acknowledges and regulates bicyclist’s natural behavior at crossings. Now Back to Segment 7 and how this is being applied.  



Green Lane Crossbike w/Activation
Example: Swift Street
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As I mentioned a moment ago, Green Lane Crossbikes with Activation occur at the Swift St. and Fair St. Crossings. Let’s look at the Swift St. Crossbike as a typical application in this zone. 




Green Lane Crossbike w/Activation
Example Swift Street
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Green lanes for high visibility
Pedestrian/cyclist activated rapid flasher beacons based on traffic warrants
Cyclists remain mounted and ride through green lanes
Drivers yield to pedestrians and cyclists




Green Lane Crossbhike no Activation
Example: Almar Avenue
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Green Lane Crossbikes without Activation occur at the Natural Bridges and Almar Crossings. Let’s look at the Natural Bridges Crossbike as typical application in this zone.  
Again, Green lanes for high visibility
In this case, no activated rapid flasher beacons based on traffic warrants – lower traffic volume
Cyclists remain mounted and ride through green lanes
Drivers yield to pedestrians and cyclists






Green Lane Crossbhike no Activation
Example: Almar Avenue
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Again, Green lanes for high visibility
In this case, no activated rapid flasher beacons based on traffic warrants – lower traffic volume
Cyclists remain mounted and ride through green lanes
Drivers yield to pedestrians and cyclists




Neighborhood Zone
Six Street Crossing Points
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The Neighborhood Zone includes 6 trail crossings over streets with lower vehicle volumes, Crossing treatments include:
4 Crossbikes which occur at the Younglove, Bellevue, Dufour and Palm crossings.
1 Offset intersection Crosswalk which occurs at Rankin & Seaside.
1 Offset mid-block crossing which occurs at Lennox
Before I show you these Crossbikes, I should first explain this type of crossing treatment if you’re not familiar with it.  



Crossbike
Example

Dufour Street
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No green lanes
Dashed white lines or solid for compliance with FHWA guidance documents
Drivers yield to pedestrians �and cyclists



Offset Intersection Crossing
Rankin & Seaside Street
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Because the rail line cuts through the intersection at an odd angle, vehicles cannot approach 2 legs of the intersection in a typical manner, so as to avoid stopping on the tracks. This occurs on Rankin (top of screen) and Seaside (right of screen).
After significant evaluation of crossing options in consultation with the traffic engineering team, the safest option is the standard 2 leg intersection crossing.
With this option, Cyclists and Pedestrians proceed across Rankin and Seaside using standard crosswalks.


Offset Midblock Crossing
Lennox Street
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Here, the track cuts across Lennox at a shallow angle very close to bulb out protecting a large Cypress Tree.
The solution is to provide a midblock pedestrian crosswalk and add a new sidewalk on the SE side of Lennox (bottom of screen.
Cyclists enter Lennox , which is a low volume and speed street, to continue following the trail. 
Sharrows are stenciled on the pavement at the bulb out to inform drives to share the street with cyclists  
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Two Street Cross
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The Railroad Cut Zone includes 2 trail crossings over streets with higher vehicle volumes, Crossing treatments include:
1 Greenlane Crossbike and Class IV (Cycle Track) Combo at Bay and California
1 Set of Greenlane Crossbikes added to the existing Crosswalk at the Beach Street roundabout. 


Green Lane Crossbhike & Class IV
California Street and Bay Street
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California and Bay converted to a three-way stop to give right of way to Pedestrian and Cyclists crossing Bay.
NW corner of California and Bay Reconfigured to create pedestrian refuge and add a new Bay St. crosswalk. 
Greenlane Crossbike added to alert drivers to trail crossing and to provide a visual Rail Trail continuity cue to cyclists.
Incorporated a Greenlane Cycle Track (Class IV) providing a protected pathway connection to the rail corridor. 
(Cycle Track is similar to what exists on Beach Street today.)



Green Lane Crossbike Enhancement
Beach Street
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Green lanes added to the existing crosswalks for high visibility
Cyclists remain mounted and ride through green lanes
Drivers yield to pedestrians and cyclists
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