
 
 

SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT 
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

 

DATE/TIME: May 19, 2012 - 5:58 pm   LOCATION:  1200 Block Pacific Avenue 
 
TOPIC:  Counterfeit Money ARREST   CASE NUMBER: 12S-04127   
   
 
 

INVOLVED SUBJECTS: 

1. Name: Alma Cabrera   Arrested:  [X] Yes [ ] No 

 DOB: 37 years-old   Charges:  135, 182(A), 459(C), 476 

 Address:  Wasco, CA Resident 

 

2. Name: Thomas Wilson   Arrested:  [X] Yes [ ] No 

 DOB: 37 years-old   Charges:  135, 182(A), 459(C), 475 

 Address:  Delano, CA Resident 

 

 
INFORMATION: 
 
On May 19, 2012 at approximately 5:00 pm the Santa Cruz Police Department began to receive reports of a female 
and male subject that had been attempting to pass counterfeit $100 bills at various locations downtown. At the time 
of the call the female had been successful in passing a fake $100 bill at a business in the 1200 block of Pacific Avenue. 
A downtown officer noticed Alma Cabrera in the 1200 block of Pacific Avenue handing Thomas Wilson her purse 
and some shopping bags. Ms. Cabrera matched the description provided by one of the victims.  
 
The officer spoke to Ms. Cabrera and Mr. Wilson and was told by Ms. Cabrera that she was looking for her wallet. 
The downtown unit officer offered to help her find her wallet and also asked if they were on probation or parole. 
Both said they were not. A second officer arrived to help Ms. Cabrera find her wallet while the initial officer stayed 
with Mr. Wilson.  It was determined that Mr. Wilson and Ms. Cabrera were on probation for fraud.  The wallet was 
located in a restaurant in the 1200 block of Pacific and within the wallet were counterfeit $100 bills. As the officers 
detained Ms. Cabrera and Mr. Wilson one of the officers noticed Mr. Wilson discard some waded up counterfeit $100 
bills into the gutter. Those funds were also collected.  
 
An employee at one of the victim businesses was able to identify Ms. Cabrera and Mr. Wilson as the two that had 
attempted to pass (unsuccessfully) a counterfeit $100 bill.  At this point, Ms. Cabrera and Mr. Wilson were taken to 
Santa Cruz County Jail.  Within Mr. Wilson’s vehicle, which was parked downtown, officers located 58 counterfeit 
$100 bills. It was determined that Cabrera and Wilson were staying at a motel in Seaside.  Officers obtained a search 
warrant for the motel room and were able to locate items of evidentiary value.  
 
Investigators with the Santa Cruz Police Department reached out to the Secret Service to aid in the investigation. 
Secret Service investigators came out on Sunday and Monday to meet with detectives and help in the processing of 
evidence. Since it appears that Mr. Wilson and Ms. Cabrera are on federal probation the Secret Service will take a 
lead role in the investigation.  
 
At the time of this release there appears to be at least three businesses downtown that were victims of the counterfeit 
bills with at least one additional business refusing to accept the funds. However, detectives believe there may be 



additional businesses that were victims within Santa Cruz and Monterey County.  It appears that Ms. Cabrera and 
Mr. Wilson would make smaller purchases of items to obtain change from the $100 bills.  
 
Anyone with additional information, or believe they may have been a victim of the counterfeiting, can contact Santa 
Cruz Police Department Investigations at 831.420.5820 or leave a tip via our website or mobile apps.  
 
 
To Leave ANONYMOUS information regarding this incident, please call our TIP LINE (831) 420-5995 
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