

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-____

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SANTA CRUZ ADDING SECTION 10.36.040 TO THE SANTA CRUZ MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO MEDIANS AND ROUNDABOUTS
BE IT ORDAINED By The City Of Santa Cruz As Follows:

Section 1.  Section 10.36.040 is hereby added to the Santa Cruz Municipal Code to read as follows:
“Section 10.36.040. Remaining on median strips and roundabouts.
(a) Purpose. The City Council finds that when pedestrians remain on public medians and roundabouts in the City for purposes other than the purpose of assisting pedestrians to safely cross the street, including using the medians and roundabouts for, among other purposes, disorderly conduct, solicitation of money, solicitation of prostitution, consumption of alcoholic beverages, or other unlawful activity, they obstruct traffic and distract drivers, thereby threatening both their own safety and the safety of the community. This regulation is therefore necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.
(b) Definitions. For the purposes of this section, “remain” means using a median or roundabout for a purpose other than assistance in crossing the street including the purposes of disorderly conduct, solicitation of money, solicitation of prostitution, consumption of alcoholic beverages, or other unlawful activity. When intersections that contain roundabouts also contain crosswalks that connect the intersection’s streets, “remain” shall also include using the roundabout for street-crossing purposes.  For purposes of this section, “median strip” means a raised non-landscaped, paved, planted, or otherwise landscaped strip of ground dividing a street, roadway or highway into lanes according to the direction of travel and “roundabout” means a raised circular shaped, non-landscaped, paved, planted, or otherwise landscaped piece of ground located within the intersection of two or more streets, roadways or highways around which vehicular traffic streams for the purpose of continuing through the intersection or moving from one of the intersection’s streets onto another of the intersection’s streets.

(c) Remaining on Medians and Roundabouts Prohibited. It is unlawful for any individual to remain on a median or roundabout within a street, roadway or highway located in the city. This section shall not apply to public employees, employees of public utilities or employees of public contractors when it is necessary for them to be upon a median strip or roundabout in connection with their employment duties. 

(d) Subsequent Offense Within Six Months. Any person who violates this section and is cited for such a violation, and who within six months after receiving such a citation again violates this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor.  A person is cited for a violation when he or she is issued and signs an infraction or misdemeanor citation, or when he or she is arrested and booked, or when a complaint is filed and the person is notified of the filing of such a complaint.

Section 2.  This ordinance shall be in force and take effect thirty (30) days after its final adoption. 
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