
 

Water Commission 
Action Agenda 

7:00 p.m. – Monday, February 3, 2014 
Council Chambers 

809 Center Street, Santa Cruz 

 
Action Agenda of a Water Commission Meeting 

 
Call to Order – Chair A. Schiffrin called the meeting to order at 7:01p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers. 
 
Roll Call  
Present: D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin (Chair), D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. 

Wadlow, and L. Wilshusen.  
Absent: None. 
Staff: R. Menard, Water Director; L. Almond, Interim Water Director; T. 

Goddard, Administrative Services Manager; N. Dennis Principal 
Management Analyst; G. Rudometkin, Administrative Assistant III, C. 
Berry, Watershed Compliance Manager.   

Others:  Approximately 52 members of the public. 
 
Presentation There were no presentations. 
 
Statements of Disqualification There were no statements of disqualification. 
 
Oral Communications  
 
Oral written and communications were made by R. Longinotti, P. Gratz (Link) and G. 
Pepping (Link).  Oral communications were made by R. Baker and F. Geiger. Written 
communications submitted by the Community Water Coalition (Link) and Ecology 
Action (Link). 
 
Announcements – A. Schiffrin welcomed new Water Commissioner Douglas Schwarm. 
L. Almond, Interim Water Director introduced new Water Director Rosemary Menard. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Commissioner L. Wilshusen would like to add the following five words “in light of its 
mission” on page 6, bullet point 7 at the end of the sentence. 
 
Commissioner W. Wadlow moved approval of January 3, 2013 Water Commission 
minutes.  Commissioner G. Mead seconded.   
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, and L. 

Wilshusen.   



NOES:  None. 
ABSTAINED: D. Schwarm, due to absence from the January 6th meeting. 
Consent Agenda  
1. Three-month Calendar  
2. City Council Items Affecting Water  
3. Loch Lomond West Side Feasibility Analysis – Feasibility Criteria 
4. Correspondence from R. Longinotti dated 1/7/2014 
5. Correspondence from P. Gratz dated 1/27/2014 
 
Commissioner G. Mead pulled Item 1 - Three-month Calendar.  Commissioner A. 
Schiffrin pulled Item 4 - Correspondence from R. Longinotti dated 1/7/2014. 
 
Commissioner D. Baskin moved the Consent Agenda. Commissioner L. Wilshusen 
seconded.  
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen.  
NOES:             None 

ABSTAINED: None 

 

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
Item 1 - Three-month Calendar  
 
Interim Water Director, L. Almond and Principal Management Analyst, N. Dennis 
responded to Commission questions. 
 
Oral comments made by S. McGilvray. 
 
Commissioner D. Baskin moved the Consent Agenda. Commissioner G. Mead 
seconded.  
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen.  
NOES:             None 

ABSTAINED: None 

 

Item 2 - Correspondence from R. Longinotti dated 1/7/2014 

 

A. Schiffrin orally responded to the letter. 

 

Oral communications made by R. Longinotti. 

 



Commissioner W. Wadlow moved the Consent Agenda. Commissioner D. Baskin 

seconded.  
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen. 
NOES:             None 

ABSTAINED: None 

 

General Business  

 
1. Initial Water Supply Outlook 

 
R. Menard, Water Director introduced the presentation. T. Goddard, Administrative 
Services Manager provided the report and responded to commission questions.  
 
Public Comments: 
 
Oral communications made by R. Longinotti (Link), B. Malone, S. Mcgilvray (Link), L. 
Blanchard, D. Bolger, E. Silver and C. Scott. 
 
 
The Water Commission recommends to the City Council that they approve Stage 3: 
Water Shortage Emergency as early as legally possible and determine those pieces which 
can be implemented immediately and do so; including implementing water rationing as 
soon as feasible by an average of 20%; Direct the Water Department and the Water 
Commission to return to the City Council with amended recommendations either to 
modify stages as the water conditions merit; and, The Water Department and City staff 
engage in a consistent and coordinated messaging and public education campaign with 
the public. The Commission acknowledges the City Council and Department’s need to be 
responsive to a changing drought picture. The Commission encourages quick action be 
taken to address these needs even though this may require action ahead of the Water 
Commission’s next scheduled meeting. 
Commissioner Stearns moved the motion. Commissioner Wilshusen seconded.   
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen.  
NOES:             None 

ABSTAINED: None 

 
 
2. Water Supply Community Engagement 

 
Oral report provided by T. Schull (Link). 

 



 
3.       Habitat Conservation Plan Negotiations Update 

Introduction provided by R. Menard, Water Director and staff report provided by C. 
Berry, Watershed Compliance Manager. 
 
Oral communications made by R. Longinotti, P. Gratz, C. Scott and S. Mcgilvray. 

 
 
4.   Water Conservation Master Plan - Evaluation of Measures 
 
T. Goddard, Administrative Services Manager, Consultants Lisa Maddaus and Bill 
Maddaus of Maddaus Water Management Inc. provided the staff report and responded to 
Commission questions. 
 
Oral communications provided by B. Van Allen, R. Pommeranz, D. Speke (Link), S. 
Holt.  
Oral and written communication provided by R. Longinotti and S. McGilvray. 
 
Commissioner A. Schiffrin moved to continue the discussion to the March 3rd meeting, 
Water Commissioners are to submit there comments/questions to staff within the next 
two weeks and a decision will be made at the next meeting whether to continue the 
discussion further or hold a special meeting. 
 
Commissioner L. Wilshusen moved the motion.  Commissioner W. Wadlow seconded. 
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen.  
NOES:             None 

ABSTAINED: None 

 
5.   Election of Officers 
 
Chair A. Schiffrin opened the floor for nominations for Chair. 
 
Commissioner W. Wadlow nominated D. Baskin.  
 
Commissioner L. Wilshusen moved close nominations and by acclamation elect 
Commissioner D. Baskin as Water Commission Chair for 2014. Commissioner G. Mead 
seconded. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen.  
NOES:  None 
ABSTAINED: None 

 
At this point Commissioner D. Baskin took over duties of the chair. 
 



Commissioner D. Baskin opened the floor for nominations for Water Commission Vice-
chair. 

 
Commissioner A. Schiffrin nominated W. Wadlow for Vice-Chair. Commissioner A.  
Schiffrin moved to close nominations and by acclamation elect Commissioner 
W. Wadlow as Water Commission Vice-chair for 2014. Commissioner L. Wilshusen 
seconded. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED  
AYES:  D. Baskin, G. Mead, A. Schiffrin, D. Schwarm, D. Stearns, W. Wadlow, 

and L. Wilshusen. 
NOES:  None. 
ABSTAINED: None 

 
Subcommittee/Advisory Body Oral Reports No items. 
 
Director’s Oral Report No action shall be taken on this item. 
 
1. Oral report on the status of existing contracts related to the Commission’s work 

program.  
 

R. Menard, Water Director suggested emailing the status of the work plan in light of the 
late hour and offered that Water Commissioners can call her if questions should arise. 

 
Information Item (Pages 114-135)    No action shall be taken on this item. 
 
1. Water Resources Report  (Pages 114-134) (be on next Agenda) 

 
2. Water Shortage Contingency Plan  (Pages 135 -See Attached Report: Water 

Shortage Contingency Plan) 
 
Media Articles  
 

1. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 12-29-13  (Pages 136-138) 
2. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-03-14  (Page 139-141) 
3. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-06-14  (Pages 142-143) 
4. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-10-14  (Pages 144-146) 
5. News Article – Santa Cruz.com 1-14-14  (Pages 147-148) 
6. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-14-14  (Pages 149-150) 
7. News Article – Good Times 1-15-14  (Pages 151-153) 
8. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-16-14  (Pages 154-155) 
9. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-17-14  (Pages 156-157) 
10. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-26-14  (Pages 158-160) 
11. News Article – Santa Cruz Sentinel 1-28-14  (Pages 161-162) 

 
 

Documents for Future Meetings No action shall be taken on this item. 



 
1. None 
 
Items Initiated by Members for Future Agendas  
 
 Commissioner G. Mead requested to see an update on the status of the recycled water 

transfer with Scotts Valley and the Pasatiempo Golf Course at a future meeting 
 
 Commissioner A. Schiffrin requested that the Information item - Water Resources 

Report be on the next agenda and that a presentation is made by John Ricker at a 
future meeting. 

 
Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 11:02pm, the next meeting of the Water 

Commission is scheduled for March 3, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in Council 
Chambers. 












































