SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE/TIME: December 11, 2014 8:20 AM LOCATION: Gateway School, 126 Eucalyptus Ave
TOPIC: Downed Tree & Rescue CASE NUMBER: 14S-010193
INFORMATION:

On December 11, 2014, emergency personnel including police, fire and paramedics responded
to Gateway School at 126 Eucalyptus Ave on a report of a downed tree with a student trapped
underneath. The incident occurred as the Santa Cruz area was experiencing a significant
weather storm with unusually high winds.

First Responders arriving at the scene found a large Cypress tree had snapped and fell onto the
playground area. The trunk of the tree was approx. 60-80 feet in length and approximately 2
feet in diameter.

There were a number of children in the area waiting for the school day to begin. The downed
tree fell across a picnic table where students were congregating. When the tree fell, it trapped
an 11 year old male student underneath, pinning his arm and shoulder.

Santa Cruz Fire Department crews acted quickly, using heavy equipment to stabilize the trunk
of the tree. Once stabilized, fire crews used chainsaws to cut the tree away from the trapped
child. The injured child was transported to Dominican Hospital. Miraculously, the child’s injuries
were not life threatening. He is expected to be treated and released from the hospital.

Another 11 year old female was also hit by branches when the tree fell. She was treated at the
scene for minor injuries and released to her parents.

Gateway School officials collaborated in a seamless response with emergency personnel.
School officials closed the school for the remainder of the day and reunited all of the students
with parents.

Photo on Page 2

For additional information, contact: Deputy Chief Steve Clark Phone: (831) 420-5815

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com . Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from
an SMS text. Visit our Website for instructions.
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