
P.  47

2.  SCHOOL SITE OVERVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS Branciforte Middle

Santa Cruz City Schools Complete Streets Master Plan
February 2015

Bike/Walk Audit - November 15th, 2013
Participants:  Principal Kristin Pfotenhauer, Parents Karen Nelson and Paula Maxfield, Neighbor 
Ariana Green, Students Zoe and Hannah Pais, Savannah Maxfield, Cole Trebbian, Todd and James, 
Regional Transportation Staff Karena Pushnik, GreenWays to School Staff Tawn Kennedy, Project Bike 
Trip Staff Kira Ticus, Santa Cruz City Public Works Cheryl Schmitt and EA Staff Jeanne LePage.

Overview  

• Branciforte Middle School is set in a suburban 

neighborhood bordered by  a commercial area.  

• The crossing guards at Fairmont/Morrissey  

and Morrissey/Pacheco that serve DeLaveaga 

Elementary also serve Branciforte Middle 

School students.

• This school site has a significant percentage of 

students coming from lower Broadway.  There 

is also a large number of students that must 

cross Morrissey Boulevard to travel to school; 

many parents have stated that Morrissey 

Boulevard is a barrier.

• Parent survey results indicate the biggest barrier to students walking/biking to school is 

concerns regarding distance although individual comments indicate safety as the largest 

concern.  

• EA has conducted BikeSmart bicycle safety trainings and Greenways to School coordinates a 

student bike club at this school.  

• The closest municipal bus stop is at the Water/Poplar intersection.

Branciforte Middle School - 315 Poplar Ave.

Grades:  6th - 8th

Number of Students: 408

Free/Reduced Meal %: 51.6%  (District is 36.5%)

Students residing within a mile of school: 59%

Students using active transportation:  40%

Bike/Pedestrian injury or fatal crashes  

within half mile of school 2007-2012: 

78 
23 Pedestrian and 56 Bicycle  

(4 severe injuries)
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Analysis  

• The Water Street corridor has the highest density of crashes near this school site with 37 

reported crashes between 2007 and 2012 (3 severe injuries). 

• The Water/Poplar intersection is only 2 blocks from the school and is highly confusing for 

all users during peak traffic times.  Many parents commented on this intersection as being 

unsafe.  Crash history at this intersection is high with 3 crashes at the intersection and 2 

severe injury crashes just west of the intersection.

• 12 total locations were recommended for improvements with a total of 18 recommendations.  

• Parents cited three recent student-bicycle crashes where students were hit by a car while 

in transit to or from the school.  The locations of the crashes are Melrose/Poplar; South 

Branciforte just south of Soquel; and the Prospect Heights neighborhood (no intersection 

provided).

Student Mode Survey Results

In September of 2013, 13 of the 1st-5th grade classrooms were surveyed by EA staff.  
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Parent Survey Results

Survey administered in January of 2014.  102 surveys were returned.  Below are results from 

Question 8 of the survey.  Respondents were asked to rank the issues affecting their decision to 

not allow a child to walk or bike to/from school.  Number of respondents to this question –62.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Collisions Within a Half-Mile Radius of 
Branciforte Middle School 2007-2012:  

78;  23 Pedestrian; 56 Bicycle (4 severe injuries)

Fatal

Injury (Severe)

Injury (Other Visible)

Injury (Complaint of Pain)

Collision Severity Involvement

Bike Ped Both



P.  50

2.  SCHOOL SITE OVERVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS Branciforte Middle

Santa Cruz City Schools Complete Streets Master Plan
February 2015

7T
H 

AV

SOQUEL AV

OCEAN ST

STATE HWY 1

WATER ST

FRONT ST

STATE HWY 17

BROADWAY

3RD ST

PACIFIC AV

ISBEL DR

MAY AV

PINE ST

RAMP

CAYUGA ST

BR
AN

CI
FO

RT
E 

DR

UPPER PARK RD

PARK
W

Y

BEACH ST

CEDAR ST

2ND ST

WINDSOR ST

CENTER ST

6T
H 

AV

WINDHAM ST

FREDERICK ST

5T
H 

AV

GOSS AV

MURRAY ST

EAST CLIFF DR

MELROSE AV

LE
E 

ST

RI
VE

R 
ST

9T
H 

AV

B
ROOKWOOD

DR

8T
H 

AV

MARKET ST

NO
RT

H 
BR

AN
CI

FO
RT

E A
V

DA
RW

IN
 S

T

FAIRMOUNT AV

14
TH

 AV

POPLAR AV

CAPITOLA RD

LA
 F

ON
DA

 AV

GRAHAM
HILL RD

GRANT ST

HANOVER ST

OCEAN ST EXT

MA
RN

EL
L A

V

PA
CH

EC
O 

AV

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

CARBONERA DR

SA
N 

JU
AN

 AV

EM
EL

IN
E 

ST

PASATIEMPO
DR

4T
H 

AV

ROONEY ST

MILL RD

SUMNER ST

OLD SAND PIT RD

N. P
LY

MOUTH
 ST

DAKOTA AV

GAULT ST

3R
D 

AV

MO
RR

IS
SE

Y 
BL

LIN
DE

N 
ST

EL
K 

ST

LAKE
AV

EATON ST

AS
SE

M
BL

Y 
AV

OCEAN VIEW
 AV

TR
EV

ET
HI

AN
 AV

1ST AV

BARSON ST

CLIFF ST

ROXAS ST

2ND AV

CLINTON ST

HOLLINS DR

BROMMER ST

EL RANCHO
DR

MAIN ST

ST
AN

FO
RD

 AV

BEEL DR

ELM ST

EFFEY ST

CHILVERTON ST

AVALON ST

LOGAN ST

12
TH

 AV

DOLORES ST

OAK WY

LEIBRANDT AV

FOREST AV

OAK
RD

BERKELEY WY

GLEN CANYON RD

ATLANTIC AV

BU
EN

A V
IST

A A
V

SOUTH BRANCIFORTE AV

CARMEL ST

MAPLE ST

HALL ST

PARK PL

SU
BU

RB
IA 

AV

ESMERAL
DA

DR

HARBOR DR

LAUREL ST

13
TH

 AV

PEARL ST

FERNSIDE ST

EDDY LN

ALLERTON ST

OW
EN ST

CLAY ST

CAPITOLA RD EXT

1ST ST

W
ASHINGTON ST

PARNELL ST

HAMMOND AV

RIVER STREET S

BLAINE ST

JO
SE

 AV

HAGEM
ANN AV

BIXBY ST

SPRUCE ST

CARL AV

SE
A 

VI
EW

 AV

MENTEL AV

SERPENTIN E RD

EL
 D

OR
AD

O 
AV

WEST CLIFF DR

RAYMOND ST

CAL
CITA

 D
R

DOYLE ST

WOODS ST

PRYCE ST

KEYSTONE AV

BONNIE ST

LINCOLN ST

WASHBURN AV

15
TH

 AV

GLENWOOD AV

VISTA BELLA DR

MO
UN

TA
IN

 V
IE

W
 AV

EA
ST

RIDGE DR

RODRIGUEZ ST

CA
RO

L A
V

JA
CK

SO
N 

ST

LIV
E 

OA
K 

AV

VOLZ LN

AL
TA

 LO
MA

 L
N

WALNUT AV

FELKER ST

FORBES ST

PENNSYLVANIA AV

COULSON ST

HUBBARD ST

CYPRESS AV

REED
W

Y

PARK AV

ALMENA ST

DELAVEAGA PARK RD

CALEDONIA ST

WAVE LN

COOL CREEK TR

STAGG LN

BROOKSIDE AV

MOON AL

CHURCH ST

FAIRLAND W
Y

WENDELL ST

JAMES ST

BUTTON ST

LOCUST ST

SUTPHEN ST

BENITO AV

LANCE CT

HIAWATHA AV

ALHAMBRA AV

MARINE PARADE

PROSPECT ST

PILKINGTON AV

WANDA CT

HARRISON AV

RI
VE

RS
ID

E 
AV

PL
YM

OU
TH

 ST

PLUM ST

KA
YE

 ST

16
TH

 AV

JESSIE ST

BARTLETT WY

IDAHO AV

CATHCART ST

LEMOS AV

10
TH

 AV

LEONARD ST

DAKE AV

FRANKLIN ST

RO
UT

IE
R 

ST

BRONSON ST

CANFIELD ST

MELLO LN

HUNOLT ST

HOLWAY DR

CREE

KSIDE LN

MO
LL

Y 
W

Y

SO
UTH

CIRC

LE DR

NO
RT

H 
PA

CI
FI

C 
AV

CHESTNUT ST

CLUB
HOUSE

RD

MONTE ST

KENNAN ST
LA

GO
 L

N

HERITAGE LN

HOLLI
NS LN

PARK W
Y SOUTH

DOANE ST

AGNES ST

PECK TE

CURTIS ST

MISSION ST

BELVEDERE TE

CAMPBELL ST

TAYLOR LN

CATALPA ST

BIRCH LN

BI
RD

HI
LL

LN

MOTT AV

YOUNGER W
Y

TRINITY ST

SCHOLL LN

BROMMER ST EXT

SAN LORENZO BL

AR
BO

R 
AV

MERRILL ST

CORDAY
LN

GLENVIEW ST

SEABRIGHT AV

MAGNOLIA ST

BELMONT ST

PLAZA LN

BURTON DR

BO
ST

W
IC

K 
LN

VIA HERMOSA

LID
O 

W
Y

HOLDEN ST

HUGUS AV

COLOMA ST

CRYSTAL LN

EDGRACE LN

S MORRISSEY BL

NANNA CT

JOSEPHINE ST

JEWELL ST

CAMBR I A LN

ROSE ST

MINNIE ST

PR
OS

PE
CT CT

ENTRY RD

BERRY ST

EDMAR LN

ANNIE LN

M EADOW
VI

EW
LN

MUNICIPAL WHARF ST

MIRAMONTE DR

DE
LL

VI
EW

 AV

BULKHEAD ST

TANGLEWOOD
TR

TANNER CT

BL
AC

K 
PO

IN
T L

N

WESTWOOD RD

OLD
GRA

HA
M

HI
LL

RD

HARBOR OAKS CI

NEW ST

PASEO DEL MAR

ALPINE ST

CAMINO DEL SOL

BR
OOK AV

OL
D

SH
ER

IF
F

PO
SS

E CA
BIN RD

FRANCES
CT

AMBER LN

SU
NN

YS
ID

E A
V

DAHLIA ST

ROOSEVELT TE

JADE LN

WOODCREST PL

FIELDCREST LN

SYCAMORE ST WATSON ST

JOSEFA W
Y

FAIRVIEW
PL

GOULDSBERRY LN

EAST GATE AV

HARMONY CT

CAMILLE LN

EASTRIDGE CT

ABBY C T

COMMERCE LN

SCHOOL ST

ROBERTS AV

UNION ST

RATHBURN WY

CAPTAINS
CT

DRIFT W
Y

TANNER HEIGHTS DR

OMAR CT

SC
HO

ON
ER

 C
T

ACACIA WY

COOPER ST

HARBOR COVE LN

UH
DE

N 
ST

MCCORNICK AV
KNIGHT ST

HO
PE

 W
Y

ESMERALDA CT

ENGLISH D R

PLE
ASANT ST

GE

RARD CT

JOCELYN CT

PEARLAL

OCEAN VIEW WY

GLENADA LN

AZALEA DR

PAR K HARBOR

GI
LB

ER
T 

LN MI
LL

ER
 C

T

MI S TY
CT

VIA DUC T
ST

FREE MAN C T

EDGEW
OOD W

Y

SC H
W

AN
LA

KE
DR

BAYM
OUNT ST

FAIRBANKS ST

GRUNEWALD CT

SPINNAKER CT

TYLER CT

SO
UT

HAMPTON LN

OD
YS

SE
Y 

CT

ADOBE
ST

FRASIER
LEW

IS
LANE

GR
EY

SE
AL RDMONTESAND ST

GI
LB

ER
T C

T

HARBOR VISTA LN

GO
SS

 C
T

CA
RB

ON
ER

A CT

STON E YCREEK RD

SO
UT

H 
CI

RC
LE

 C
T

SOUTH RA P ET
TA

RD

VISTA BRANCIFORTE

VISTA DE LA VEAGA

OCEAN AL

HARBOR B EACH CT

MA
RI

NE
R 

PA
RK

 W
Y

HANOV

ER CT

CABLE CT

MARIANA CTHA
GE

M
AN

N 
CT

BR
OM

ME
R 

CI

VICTORIAN CT

CL
IPP

ER
 C

OV
E

BE
LL

A 
RO

SE
 T

E

LIN
DBE

RG ST

RAMP

RAMP

RA
MP

LAUREL ST

13
TH

 AV

EAST CLIFF DR

CALEDONIA ST

SEABRIGHT AV

STATE HWY 1

STATE HWY 1

15
TH

 AV

BROOK AV

RA
MP

FIE
LD

CREST LN

HARRISON AV

RAMP

BROADWAY

EFFEY ST

RIVERSIDE AV

RAMP

PARK PL

MARKET ST

BE
RR

Y 
ST

MA
RN

EL
L A

V

ST
AT

E H
WY 1

7

HANOVER ST

MOTT AV

SA
N 

JU
AN

 AV

EAST CLIFF DR

CEN
TE

R ST

EAST CLIFF DR

EAS
T CLIFF DR

SU
MN

ER
 S

T

RAMP

BR
OO

KS
ID

E 
AV

PA
CH

EC
O 

AV

EMELINE ST

JESSIE ST

RA
MP

RAMP

RAMP

MAY AV

RAMP

SUMNER ST

BU
TT

ON
 S

T

RAMP

PA
RK

 W
Y

TR
EV

ET
HI

AN
 AV

E AST CL IF
F

DR

DARW
IN ST

PARNELL ST

RAMP

PENNSYLVANIA AV

CHESTNUT ST

BRANCIFORTE MIDDLE

1/2 Mile Buffer

1 Mile Buffer

Branciforte Middle School
Student Residence Concentration

Santa Cruz Complete Streets School Planning Project
Suported by Caltrans Planning Grant

0 0.1 0.20.05 Miles

Less Students

More Students

City Limit
1/2 Mile Buffer

1 Mile Buffer

Branciforte Middle School Bus Stops

Aerial Photo Courtesy of HJW September 2007



P.  51

2.  SCHOOL SITE OVERVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS Branciforte Middle

Santa Cruz City Schools Complete Streets Master Plan
February 2015

Branciforte Middle School Recommendations

Location Recommendation

1

Water Street at 

Poplar Street

A. Consider Rectangular Rapid Flash  
Beacon (RRFB) for pedestrian  
crossing on west leg of  
intersection 

B. Consider recommendations for  
reconfiguration of intersection to  
improve visibility of pedestrians  
and bicyclists crossing and  
reduce potential conflicts with  
vehicles turning left from  
Water onto Poplar

2

Melrose Avenue A. Fill sidewalk gap on south side 
between Magnolia and Catalpa

B. Repair sidewalks root uplift,  
trim vegetation

3

Melrose Avenue 

school frontage

A. Paint red curb on either side of driveway that provides access 
to bike cage; enforce no parking in this area to ensure driveway 
clearance

B. Consider prohibiting on-street parking along Melrose school 
frontage during school hours to provide extended drop off zone; 
shift drop off zone west away from Poplar intersection to reduce 
congestion, encourage students to use gate west of bike cage

4
Melrose Avenue at 

Morrissey Blvd

A. Install marked crosswalk and RRFB to provide enhanced crossing 
for bicyclists and pedestrians that use this crossing location; 
provide enhanced median refuge and reconfigure left turn pocket

5

Hammond Avenue 

at Morrissey Blvd

A. Install RRFB to provide enhanced visibility 

B. Reconfigure corners to provide full curb extensions to improve 
visibility of pedestrians crossing Morrissey  
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6

Hammond Avenue 

between Poplar 

and Morrissey

A. Fill sidewalk gaps on north side of Hammond between Morrissey 
and Poplar

7

School Main 

Entrance on Poplar

A. Restripe crosswalk at Hammond as high-visibility style

B. Enforce no parking in diagonal hatch loading zone where 
crosswalk intersects Hammond

C. Install No U-Turn signs and enforce

8
Poplar Ave. and 

Fairmount

A. Fill sidewalk gap on west side

9 Fairmount Avenue A. Fill sidewalk gaps

10
Poplar and 

Fairmount

A. Install marked crosswalks

11
N. Branciforte and 

Keystone

A. Restripe crosswalk as high visibility; consider restriping to south 
leg of intersection to provide better alignment for curb ramps on 
both sides

12
N. Branciforte and 

Berkeley / Dahilia

A. Study warrants for new marked crosswalk across N. Branciforte at 
this location
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Water Street and Poplar Street
 • Consider Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFB) for pedestrian 

crossing on west leg of intersection
 • Consider recommendations for reconfiguration of intersection to 

improve visibility of pedestrians and bicyclists crossing and reduce 
potential conflicts with vehicles turning left from Water onto Poplar

Melrose Avenue
 • Fill sidewalk gap on south side between Magnolia and Catalpa
 • Repair sidewalks root uplift, trim vegetation

Melrose Ave and school frontage
 • Paint red curb on either side of driveway that provides access to 

bike cage; enforce no parking in this area to ensure driveway 
clearance

 • Consider prohibiting on-street parking along Melrose school 
frontage during school hours to provide extended drop off zone;  
shift drop off zone west away from Poplar intersection to reduce 
congestion, encourage students to use gate west of bike cage

Melrose Ave at Morrissey
 • Install marked crosswalk and RRFB to provide enhanced crossing 

for bicyclists and pedestrians that use this crossing location, provide 
enhanced median refuge and reconfigure left turn pocket

Hammond Ave at Morrissey Blvd.
• Install RRFB to provide enhanced visibility
• Reconfigure corners to provide full curb extensions to improve 

visibility of pedestrians crossing Morrissey

Hammond Ave between Poplar and Morrissey
 • Fill sidewalk gaps on north side of Hammond

School Main Entrance on Poplar
 • Restripe crosswalk at Hammond as high-visibility style
 • Enforce no parking in diagonal hatch loading zone where crosswalk 

intersects Hammond
 • Install No U-Turn signs and enforce

Poplar Ave between Fairmount and Chilverton
• Fill sidewalk gaps on west side

Fairmount Ave.
 • Fill sidewalk gaps

Poplar Ave and Fairmount
 • Install marked crosswalks

N. Branciforte and Keystone
 • Restripe crosswalk as high visibility; consider restriping to south leg 

of intersection to provide better alignment for curb ramps on both 
sides

N. Branciforte and Berkeley/Dahlia
 • Study warrants for new marked crosswalk across N. Branciforte at 

this location

10

9

8

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

11

12

Curb extensions

Rapid Flash 
Beacon(RRFB)

High visibility crosswalk 

Red curb (no parking)

No Parking School Zone

High visibility School 
crosswalk 

Sidewalk Improvements

1

School Entrance

No U Turn

Branciforte Middle School

2

Student drop off zone

3

4

5
7

8

10

11

12

6

Base map accessed from Google Earth January 2015

9

9



P.  54

2.  SCHOOL SITE OVERVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS Branciforte Middle

Santa Cruz City Schools Complete Streets Master Plan
February 2015

1.  Conduct annual student bike and pedestrian safety education. 

Ecology Action offers presentations and on-the-bike safety training for 

older students when short term funding is available. Safety education 

is fundamental to improving bike and pedestrian safety.  This seems 

particularly important for incoming 6th graders who may be biking for 

the first time.

2.  Consider Carpool Reward Program for incoming 6th graders to 
increase carpooling.  

Program does not currently exist. School could pair incoming 6th 

graders that live near one another to encourage carpooling throughout 

student middle school experience.

3.  Consider increasing biannual Bike/Walk to School event to 
monthly or even weekly event, eg. Walk and Roll Wednesdays

Ecology Action has offered a monthly (rather than biannual) event to 

several local schools to more consistently re-enforce and encourage 

biking and walking to school.  Numbers indicate this approach may 

increase daily active commuting totals.  This program requires ongoing 

financial support.

4.  Consider creation of bike train – group of students biking together 
with an adult.  

There are no formal bike train programs but middle school is a good 

age for this type of adult supervised bike safety and encouragement 

effort. A bike train would require parent volunteers and perhaps agency 

coordination.

5.  Circulate bike maps, resource list and bike cage promotion every 
fall to students to encourage bike/walk trips.

At the beginning of the school year bike safety and advocacy resources 

could be promoted and offered to the entire student body to increase 

ridership.  Currently, Green Ways to School coordinates a Middle School 

Bike Club at Branciforte. A more formal effort could be launched to 

encourage joining the club, using the existing bike cage and consulting 

with experienced cyclists on route selection and gear choice.  This 

could be offered through 6th grade assembly and/or through student 

Core classes.

 

Branciforte Middle School Non-Infrastructure Recommendations


