SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE/TIME: December 11, 2015 LOCATION: Rooney Street
TOPIC: UPDATE Home Burglar Arrested CASE NUMBER: 15S-10502
INFORMATION:

Home burglary suspect was arrested thanks to a tip from the public.

The Santa Cruz Police Department was able to swiftly develop information identifying this burglary suspect
thanks to a tip from the public. Efrain Berulas, 49, from Capitola was arrested on Thursday December 10,
2015 at approximately 11:00 a.m. Berulas was taken into custody without incident.

On Wednesday 12/9/15 The Santa Cruz Police Department released surveillance photos and video to
the public asking for help in identifying a burglary suspect. As a result, a tip about the suspect aided
investigators in identifying Efrain Berulas.

Berulas initially identified himself as Francisco Rosas. His true identity was discovered after his arrest.
Investigators learned Berulas was a convicted felon who had previously been deported. He had also
been previously convicted of burglary stemming from a 2001 case.

Detectives served a search warrant at Berulas’ 42" Ave. home. During the search, Detectives recovered
stolen property belonging to the victim including electronics and tools. Detectives also recovered a
shotgun and SKS rifle. Berulas has been charged with burglary, felony possession of a firearm and giving
false identification to a police officer.

The Santa Cruz Police Department would like to thank the community for the support in sharing this
suspect’s photo. Within a day investigators were able to identify and locate the suspect Efain Berulas
due to a tip received.

Background:

On Saturday, December 5, 2015 at approximately 6:15 p.m., the suspected burglar was captured on
video surveillance inside the victim’s home. When the victims returned home the next day, they
discovered the home had been burglarized. The suspect took electronics and tools while ransacking the
home.

For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke Phone: (831) 420-5844

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com . Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from
an SMS text. Visit our Website for instructions.



http://www.santacruzpolice.com/

PHOTO of Efrain Berulas
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