
 

 

SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT 
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

MEDIA RELEASE 

DATE/TIME:  March 14, 2016     

 

TOPIC: City of Santa Cruz 2015 Year- End Crime Statistics    
 

INFORMATION: 
 

The Santa Cruz Police Department is releasing End-of-Year statistics for 2015.  These statistics represent 
work volumes and crime trends. 
 
2015 represented the fourth year in a row that calls for service surpassed the 100,000 mark.  In 2015, 
the Santa Cruz Police Department handled 103,645 calls for service.  On average, this represents one call 
every five minutes. 
 
In 2015, the City of Santa Cruz experienced a rise in property crime, driven mainly by increases in 
burglary, auto thefts, shoplifting and bike thefts. The City also saw some decreases in violent crime.  
Overall, the year-end statistics reflect a 7% increase in crime.  
-There were 499 violent crimes reported in Santa Cruz in 2015, about a 5% decrease from 2014. 
-There was a significant decrease of 30% for rape reports.  
- Aggravated assaults decreased by 4%. 
- 1 of the 2 homicides in 2015 was gang related.  
 
Santa Cruz property crime increased in 2015; the city experienced a 9% increase from the 2014 
numbers.  
- Auto thefts increased by 20% at 300 thefts. 
- Larceny, which includes thefts such as bike, vehicle burglary, petty theft, increased by 9%. 
- Reported bike thefts have increased by 19% over 2014 totals at 479 thefts 
 
Following statewide trends on the heels of Prop 47, SCPD made fewer in-custody arrests in 2015.  The 
Department went from an average of 13.7 arrests per day to 11.9 arrests per day.  
 
For the first two months in 2016, the overall crime rate is down 2%.  
 
The Santa Cruz Police Department continues to work together with various City and County programs to 
create and sustain conditions that promote long-term safety and solutions.  
 
In addition to our Patrol workload, the Santa Cruz Police Department continues to support 
neighborhoods, community groups and business associations by engaging them in ways to protect 
themselves and their property.   
 
 
 



 
 
Monthly Uniform Crime Report (UCR) stats are posted on our Website at www.santacruzpolice.com 
 
For more information on crime trends and a multi-year perspective see our November 2015 Public 
Safety Study Session presentation to the City Council on our blog here: 
http://goo.gl/tyXZGv 
 
 

 
2014 2015 Change 

Work Volume       

Calls for Service 102,592 103,645 1% 

Arrests 5,015 4,361 -13% 

Citations Issued 9,249 9,209 -0.40% 

Reported Part 1 Crimes       

Homicide 1 2 100% 

Forcible Rape 63 44 -30% 

Robbery 109 116 6% 

Aggravated Assault 351 337 -4% 

Burglary 420 431 3% 

Larceny 2,602 2,832 9% 

Auto Theft 250 300 20% 

Arson 23 23 0% 

Nuisance Crimes       

Drug Abuse Violations 1,339 1,428 6.60% 

Intoxication 1,532 1,337 -13% 

Vandalism 458 567 24% 

Aggressive Solicitation 165 272 65% 

Illegal camping citations 2,096 1,911 -9% 

Trespassing Cites 302 454 50% 

Conduct on Public Property Cites 388 474 22% 

 
 
 

 
 
For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke  Phone:  (831) 420-5844 

 

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our 
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com .  Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from 
an SMS text.  Visit our Website for instructions.  

http://www.santacruzpolice.com/
http://goo.gl/tyXZGv
http://www.santacruzpolice.com/

