
 

SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT 
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

MEDIA RELEASE 

DATE/TIME: September 6, 2016              CASE NUMBER: 16S-07419, 07423, 07420 & 07455 
 

TOPIC:  Labor Day Weekend- Notable Cases                        

 

INFORMATION: 
 

The Santa Cruz Police Department responded to 1131 calls for service over the course of Labor Day 

Weekend. Here are four cases of interest during the busy weekend.  

 

16S-07419  
On September 2, 2016, at approximately 11:26 pm, Santa Cruz Police responded to a report that a car 
had crashed into the Betty’s Burgers at 505 Seabright Ave. A gold Buick Century had smashed into the 
east-side of the building. Fortunately, Betty’s Burgers was closed at the time of the crash and no one 
was injured.  Witnesses saw approximately four occupants run away from the scene in opposite 
directions.  
 
While investigating the scene, SCPD received a call from the owner of the car.  The owner indicated the 
driver crashed because he was being chased by another person.  The driver, 18 years old male from 
Santa Cruz, then met with Officers and detailed his account of the incident.  The driver indicated that 
the occupants of a white Dodge Charger were trying to shoot at him.   
 
The driver was arrested for the hit & run and driving under the influence.  Gang investigators are 
following up on this case and any possible gang ties to this incident. 
 
16S- 07423 
On September 3, 2016, at approximately 12:52 am, SCPD Officers responded to a report of a victim of a 
gunshot wound at Dominican Hospital. The victim sustained a non-life-threatening injury. The victim 
was uncooperative with investigators. Evidence was discovered to substantiate that the victim was shot 
near Seabright Ave. and Hall Street. Detectives are exploring any connections to the collision case 16S-
07419. Early indication is that this incident is gang motivated.  
 
16S-07420  
On September 3, 2016 at approximately 12:07 am, Santa Cruz Police responded to a report of multiple 
gunshots in the 90 block of Chestnut Street.  Arriving Officers discovered a drive-by style shooting 
occurred in a cul-de-sac of an apartment complex. No injuries were reported. 
 
 SCPD Officers established a crime scene and recovered several casings. During the investigation, 
witnesses reported seeing a light colored sedan speeding away from the scene.  Preliminary information 
suggests the shooting is also gang related. 
 



The police department is asking anyone with information or who may have witnessed the shooting to 
contact investigators. Contact investigators at 831- 420-5820. Tips can also be left through the means 
listed below. 
 

16S-07455:  
On September 3, 2016, at approximately 11:33 pm, Santa Cruz Police responded to the area of 
Delaware and Swift for a possible hit and run with a van.  The suspect vehicle described as a white Ford 
van had hit several street signs and drove erratically tailgating and flashing a bright light behind a car. 
The driver had intentionally been struck down 15 stop signs.  
 
SCPD Officer located the van and attempted to conduct a traffic stop. The driver of the van failed to 
yield to the officers’ lights and siren and sped away. The pursuit started on Water Street and traveled 
over Highway 17 when the Santa Cruz CHP took over. San Jose CHP, Santa Clara County Deputies 
cornered the suspect in Santa Clara at a dead end. Authorities were able to take Christopher Ellebracht, 
38 years old from Cupertino into custody without incident. 
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke  Phone:  (831) 420-5844 

 

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our 
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com .  Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from 
an SMS text.  Visit our Website for instructions.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.santacruzpolice.com/

