
 

SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT 
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

MEDIA RELEASE 

DATE/TIME: September 20, 2016                  CASE NUMBER: 16S- 07083 
 

TOPIC: 3
rd

 Suspect Arrested & Handgun Recovered in Homicide Investigation                     

 

INFORMATION: 
 

The Santa Cruz Police Department announces the arrest of a third suspect in the August 23rd homicide 
on the San Lorenzo River Levee.  Cristobal Natividad, 41 years old from Santa Cruz has been identified 
and arrested as an accessory to homicide.  
 
Evidence has shown Cristobal Natividad was in close association with Nino Ruiz and Jenessa Kic 
immediately following the homicide.  
 
A handgun was recovered from a residence in the 2500 block of Capitola Road in Santa Cruz. The 
handgun is registered to a relative of Cristobal Natividad.  Detectives believe it was the weapon used by 
Nino Ruiz in the homicide.  
 
No further details on the arrest or the handgun recovery can be released at this time.  
 
Homicide Investigation Background:  
Nino Ruiz has been identified and arrested as the suspect shooter in the homicide on 8/23/16. Jenessa 
Kic was also arrested for murder and conspiracy to commit a murder. Nino Ruiz is 27 years old, a 
transient from Santa Cruz County and Jenessa Kic is 31 years old from Santa Cruz. SCPD Detectives 
spotted Ruiz in the 300 block of Liebrant Avenue late yesterday morning. Nino Ruiz and Jenessa Kic 
were detained at 12:10 pm, coming out of a residence on Liebrant Avenue.  
 
Detectives worked continuously to interview multiple witnesses and track down numerous leads that 
directed the investigation to the two suspects. Jenessa Kic is the girlfriend of Mr. Ruiz and was 
determined to be associated with the murder. Both suspects were in custody within four hours after the 
shooting. SCPD Detectives have served search warrants on several of the homes that Ruiz has visited.  
 
This is the second homicide of the year.  
 
Anyone who may have witnessed this incident or has information is asked to contact SCPD Investigation 
at 831- 420-5820. Tips can also be left through the means listed below. 
 
 

For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke  Phone:  (831) 420-5844 

 

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our 
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com .  Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from 
an SMS text.  Visit our Website for instructions.  
 

http://www.santacruzpolice.com/


 

 
Photo of Cristobal Natividad 

 


