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Vehicle Washing 
Even biodegradable soap can be toxic to fish and other aquatic life. The term 
“biodegradable” doesn’t mean that something is safe—it just means that the 
substance will break down at some time in the future. 

• Use minimal amounts of soap and water when washing your car, truck or 
boat.  
 

• Wash your vehicle in an area that drains to dirt, grass or landscaping if possible. 
Minimize/prevent soapy runoff to the street or a storm drain inlet.  
 

• After washing, pour the bucket of soapy water into a sink or an indoor drain. 
Please don’t dump it on your driveway, in the street, or into a catch basin. 
 

• Be sure to follow the City’s requirements for water use and water conservation. 
For information about water conservation, including rebates, please see: 
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/water/conservation 
 
For information about drought requirements, please see: 
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/departments/water/drought 
 

• Consider washing your car at a commercial car wash that recycles water. 
 

For more information, please call: City Environmental Compliance at 831-
420-6050, or City Public Works Environmental Project Analyst at 831-420-5160 
 
To report spills or illegal discharges, please call: City Environmental 
Compliance hotline at 831-420-6046, or 911 (after business hours) 

 

Only Rain Down the Drain!  
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