SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE/TIME: April 10, 2017 LOCATION: 100 block of Leibrandt Street
TOPIC: Suspect Child Molester Arrested CASE NUMBER: 17S-02317
INFORMATION:

Suspect Arrested in Child Molestation Case
SCPD is asking for the public’s help in identifying any additional victims.

Santa Cruz, CA- Monday, April 10, 2017, Gerardo Garcia Gandara, age 53, of Santa Cruz, was
arraigned on multiple counts of lewd acts with a minor and sexual penetration of a juvenile The arrest
stemmed from allegations brought by Gandara's female relatives. The sexual abuse occurred in Santa
Cruz while the children were in Gandara’s home on Chestnut Street starting in 1978 until 2007. The
victim’s ages ranged from 3 years old to 11 years old.

Detectives investigated the allegations, contacted and arrested Gerardo Gandara on Tuesday, April 4,
2017. Santa Cruz Police believe there are more victims of sexual abuse by Gerardo Gandara in the area.
Detectives would like those victims or their family members to contact the Santa Cruz Police
Department.

We are asking for the public’s help in identifying any additional victims with whom Gerardo Garcia
Gandara may have had contact. Concerned parents and other victims, please call the Santa Cruz Police

Department Investigations Unit at (831) 420-5820.

Photo attached of Gerardo Garcia Gandara

For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke Phone: (831) 420-5844

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com . Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from
an SMS text. Visit our Website for instructions.



http://www.santacruzpolice.com/

Gerardo Garcia Gandara




