
 

 

SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT 
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

MEDIA RELEASE 

DATE/TIME: June 5, 2018                               LOCATION:  1000 block of Ocean Street 

 

TOPIC: Arrest In Shooting Investigation                     CASE NUMBER: 18S-04264 

 

INFORMATION:  

 
 

SANTA CRUZ, CA -- On Tuesday, June 5th, 2018 at 1:38 am, Santa Cruz Police Officers responded to a 
report of several shots heard in the area of the 1000 block of Ocean Street. Upon arrival, officers 
learned that a male who appeared to conceal a weapon under his shirt was seen running with several 
people into a motel room after the shooting occurred.  CHP was also on scene and located several shell 
casings near the motel.   
 
SCPD Officers conducted a call out of the room and detained two men and two women.  Officers found 
an 18 month-old child asleep in the room occupied by the four adults.  A safety search of the room 
recovered a Glock .40 caliber pistol located on the floor. The shell casings found near the motel was also 
a .40 caliber. Officers also discovered an additional 9 mm  handgun in the motel room.  
 
Investigators reviewed motel surveillance video and combined with interviews with the suspects 
determined that Daniel Estrada, 18 years old from Los Banos had shot the weapon. It appears he was 
firing the gun into the air. There were no signs that Daniel Estrada was shooting at anything or anyone.  
 
Daniel Estrada was arrested for willful discharge of a firearm negligently, carrying an unregistered 
loaded handgun, and child cruelty.  
 
Jorge Ayala Fernandez, 20 years old from Los Banos, was on felony probation and arrested for felon in 
possession of a firearm.  Jorge Ayala Fernandez is the father of the 18 month-old child found in the 
motel room. The child is now in the custody of the mother.  
 
Samantha Garcia, 20 years old from Los Banos, was arrested for public intoxication. 
 
Photos Attached 

 

 
 

For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke  Phone:  (831) 420-5844 
 

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our 
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com.  Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from 
an SMS text.  Visit our Website for instructions.  
 

 

 

http://www.santacruzpolice.com/


 

 

Photo: Daniel Estrada  Case 18S-04264 

 



Photo: Jorge Ayala Fernandez  Case 18S-04264 

 



Photo: Samantha Gracia   Case 18S-04264 

 



Photo: Handguns Recoved In Case 18S-04264 

 
 

 

 

 

 


