SANTA CRUZ POLICE DEPARTMENT
155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE/TIME: November 5, 2018 LOCATION: 200 Block Of River Street
TOPIC: Arrest in Arson Case at 285 Water St. CASE NUMBER: 18S5-08311
INFORMATION:

On Thursday, November 1, 2018, at approximately 12:13 pm, the Santa Cruz Police and Fire Departments
responded to a structure fire located at Vapor Cleaners on 285 Water Street. Fire Inspectors determined
that the fire was intentionally set and classified it as an act of arson. Detectives recovered video
surveillance from several nearby locations. The following investigation led to the identification of the
arson suspect Laurentino Lopez-Gomez, a 31-year-old transient in Santa Cruz.

On Sunday, November 4, 2018, while on a routine patrol, an alert Santa Cruz Ranger observed Mr. Lopez-
Gomez sitting in the area along the 200 block of River Street. Ranger Roskelly recognized the arson
suspect from an SCPD wanted poster and alerted patrol officers to his location.

Officers took Laurentino Lopez-Gomez into custody without incident. During an interview, Mr. Lopez-
Gomez made incriminating statements and was subsequently booked for the arson.

Photo: Laurentino Lopez-Gomez

For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke Phone: (831) 420-5844

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our
Website; www.santacruzpolice.com . Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from
an SMS text. Visit our Website for instructions.



http://www.santacruzpolice.com/

