
 

 

City of Santa Cruz TMDL Update-FY2017-2018  
 

San Lorenzo River, Branciforte Creek and Carbonera Creek 

 
City of Santa Cruz Improved/New BMPs for Next Permit Year (s): 

TMDL for Pathogens 

1. Existing BMP #MO-11 (City’s SWMP/Guidance Document): Development and 
Implementation of a Lateral Inspection Program: 

In the City of Santa Cruz, the maintenance of the 16,000 private sewer laterals, which carry 
wastewater from toilets, sinks and drains to City’s public sewer pipelines, is the responsibility of 
each property owner. As private sewer laterals age they can develop leaks, become clogged by 
fats, oils and grease, and become cracked by roots. Cracked and damaged sewer laterals can 
cause sewer spills and backups which threaten public health and the environment.  
 
Thus in order to improve private sewer infrastructure and protect the environment and local 
waterways from bacteria-laden human waste coming from undetected sewer leaks or sanitary 
sewer spills, the City Council adopted changes to the Sanitary Sewer System Ordinance on June 
26, 2018. Prior to the preparation and adoption of these amendments, Staff conducted an 
extensive outreach program to local realtors, plumbers and other stakeholders.  

The new amendments to the City Sewer Use Ordinance regarding private sewer laterals are 
three-fold: 

 The owner of a property with a sewer spill is responsible for stopping the spill immediately 
and will be subject to fines and penalties if inspections and repairs are not completed within 
14 days. 

 Prior to the sale of a property, the property owner must have the sewer lateral inspected by an 
authorized inspector, make any needed repairs, and submit an inspection form to verify 
compliance. The property is exempted from inspection for newer laterals or laterals that have 
passed inspection within the past five years. 

 Private sanitary sewer collection systems and pumps (at apartment buildings, homeowner 
associations and businesses) must pass inspection every 10 years. Their pipelines must be 
cleaned every two to five years depending on size. Privately-owned pump stations must pass 
inspection every one to five years depending on size. 

 
Effective dates for these new amendments are follows: Laterals spill requirements is August 1, 
2018; Inspection of private sewer collection system effective date is Jan 1, 2019; Lateral 
inspection on sale of house effective July 1, 2019. We offer an incentive program to help offset 
fees related to the ordinance changes. 
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TMDL Wasteload Allocations and Milestones: 

TMDL for Pathogens 

Wasteload Allocation:  
The City of Santa Cruz, County of Santa Cruz and the City of Scotts Valley are assigned the 
following concentration based wasteload allocation for fecal coliform: Based on a minimum of 
not less than five samples for any 30-day period, fecal coliform shall not exceed a log mean of 
200 MPN per 100 mL, nor shall more than 10 percent of samples collected during any 30-day 
period exceed 400 MPN per 100 mL.   

Effective date is June 8, 2011 
Allocations shall be achieved no later than June 8, 2024.  
 
Permit Year 5 Milestone Date: December 2017 
Next Milestone Date: December 2020 
 
Milestone Goal: Discernable, sustained trends showing a reduction in the number of samples 
exceeding the wasteload allocation (see above) in the San Lorenzo River (SLR), Branciforte 
Creek and Carbonera Creek.  

Summary: In general, City monitoring results show that the fecal coliform levels in the SLR 
watershed did not decrease in any appreciable trend in spite of the continued implementation of 
BMPs. Also, monitoring has shown that the fecal coliform exceedances trend less frequently at 
the upstream SLR locations than the downstream SLR locations; which reflects the more 
urbanized setting of the downstream SLR. Of the three waterbodies, Branciforte Creek was 
found to have the highest average percentage levels of fecal coliform exceedances. Levels in the 
San Lorenzo River were, in general, lower than Branciforte Creek but higher than Carbonera 
Creek which had the lowest percentage number of exceedances.  

 
TMDL for Sediment 

Wasteload Allocation:  
The County of Santa Cruz, City of Santa Cruz, and City of Scotts Valley are assigned the 
following wasteload allocations: sediment discharges from public roads to the San Lorenzo 
River shall be reduced by 27%, sediment discharges from public roads to Lompico Creek shall 
be reduced by 24%, sediment discharges from public roads to Carbonera Creek shall be 
reduced by 27%, sediment discharges from public roads to Shingle Mill Creek shall be reduced 
by 27%.  

Effective date is December 18, 2003 
Allocations shall be achieved by December 18, 2028.  

Permit Year 5 Milestone Date: December 2017 
Next Milestone Date: December 2020 
 
Milestone Reductions/Improvements Goal: Discernable, sustained improvement (a reduction) in 
sediment loads at the various monitoring stations within the City. 



Summary: The City data for sediments is not yet sufficient to present a year-to-year analysis of 
trends in SLR, Branciforte Creek and Carbonera Creek within the city. However, monitoring 
data indicates that sediment loading to the waterbodies is affected by the frequency and intensity 
of storm events. Please see the County of Santa Cruz (County) October 2018 “TMDL Report for 
the San Lorenzo River, Soquel Creek, and Aptos Creek Watersheds” for additional information 
as the County has conducted long-term monitoring for sediment in the SLR watershed including 
sites within the City.  
 
The City will continue to collaborate with the County of Santa Cruz and City of Scotts Valley to 
ensure a comprehensive monitoring program and further analyses regarding the input and 
transport of sediments through the SLR watershed. This will allow us to further and more 
effectively evaluate results and, in turn, modify existing BMPs or implement additional BMPs. 
 
 

In summary, the City will continue to collaborate with the County of Santa Cruz and the City of 
Scotts Valley in a comprehensive approach to address the TDMLs in the San Lorenzo River 
watershed and achieve TMDL goals. In addition, the City will continue to coordinate and 
implement programs with local NGOs such as the Coastal Water Council, the San Lorenzo River 
Alliance, and Save Our Shores, and other interested parties in order to reduce pollutant sources 
and improve water quality in the SLR watershed.  

 


