SANTA CRUZ
POLICE DEPARTMENT

155 Center Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: March 9, 2021 CASE NUMBER: 21S-01129
TOPIC: Attempted Homicide Arrest LOCATION: 100 Block Dakota Ave.
INVOLVED SUBJECTS:
Suspect: Jose Dante Espinosa
DOB: 03/27/1986 Arrested: Yes

Charges: Attempted Homicide
VICTIM: 32 year old male resident of Santa Cruz

INFORMATION

On February 24, 2021, an aggravated assault occurred within San Lorenzo Park, located at 137 Dakota
Avenue in the City of Santa Cruz. Officers responded shortly after 0700 hours and found the victim, who
resides within the San Lorenzo Park encampment, suffering from severe head injuries. He was
transported to the hospital in critical condition, and is expected to survive. Through the course of the
investigation the crime scene was processed for evidence, detectives conducted follow up on leads, and
the suspect was identified as Jose Dante Espinosa. Detectives subsequently obtained a warrant for
Espinosa’s arrest for attempted homicide.

On March 9, 2021, SCPD Detectives, Officers assigned to the Neighborhood Policing Teams, and Patrol
Officers located and apprehended Espinosa in the area of San Lorenzo Park near Soquel Avenue.

Detectives continue to investigate this case.

Anyone with information about this case is encouraged to contact the Santa Cruz Police Department
Investigations Unit (831) 420-5820.

For additional information, contact: Sgt. Gregg Crofts Phone: (831) 420-5824

Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our Website;
www.santacruzpolice.com . Tipsters can also submit an anonymous tip via our smartphone app or from an SMS text.
Visit our website for instructions.



