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Santa Cruz Police Arrest Teen in Homicide Investigation  
  

SANTA CRUZ, CA - On January 17, 2021, Daniel Hartley was found deceased in the 700 block of 
Emeline Avenue. Since that date, Santa Cruz Police detectives have worked tirelessly following 
up on all investigative leads, unfortunately getting no closer to solving this case. 
 
In early April, Detectives received a tip on a 16-year-old suspect. After further investigation, 
detectives discovered critical evidence linking the suspect to the murder. Detectives obtained 
an arrest warrant, and with the assistance of the Polk County Sheriffs Department and 
Livingston Police Department in Texas, the suspect was arrested on April 15, 2021. The juvenile 
suspect was a Santa Cruz County resident at the time of the murder. 
 
On Thursday, April 29, Santa Cruz Police Detectives extradited the male juvenile arrestee from 
Livingston, Texas, for the murder of Daniel Hartley and booked him into Santa Cruz County 
Juvenile Hall. 
 
Heinous crimes such as this will not be tolerated in our community. Santa Cruz Police Officers 
and Detectives are committed to the victims of crime and will not rest until perpetrators are 
brought to justice, regardless of where they hide. 
 
The Santa Cruz Police Department would like to thank all those in the community who have 
provided information about this investigation and our law enforcement partners in Texas.  
 
Anyone with information about this case is encouraged to contact Santa Cruz Police Detective 
Connor Bridges at (831) 420-5830 or leave the information on the anonymous Crime Tip Line 
(831) 420-5995. 
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For additional information, contact: Joyce Blaschke                         Phone:  (831) 420- 5844 
 
Anonymous tips can also be sent to the police department through our Tip Line (831) 420-5995, or from our Website; 
www.santacruzpolice.com .  

 

 

DATE:  May 5, 2021  

 



Photo Teen Homicide Suspect Extradited to Santa Cruz 

 
Photo Teen Homicide Suspect at Santa Cruz County Juvenile Hall 

 
 
 
 
 


