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Page 1 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder): Ful mer's Furniture Store

P1. Other identifier:  Uni versity Copy
*P2. Location: L] Not for Publication [X] Unrestricted

*a. County Santa Cruz County and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a location map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad Santa Cruz Date Revi sed 1994 T .11 S ;R.2 W ; Munt D ablo B.M.
c. Address: 428 Front St. City Santa Cruz Zip 95060
d. UTM:(give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S ; 586876 mE/ 4092161 mN
e.Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

east side of Front Street between Laurel Street and Soquel Avenue. APN# 005-151-22

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements, include design, material, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
This Art Moderne conmercial building was constructed in 1948 as an autonobile shop. This use
is associated with the Front Street area’'s long-term concentration of auto sales and
showr oonms, garages, and automotive supply stores. These uses were prevalent on this street
beginning in the 1920s and |l asted into the early 1980s. The building at 428 Front St. is a
clear representation of this style, known for its use of “Mdern” materials (including
concrete, steel, plate glass and, often, contrasting stone, brickwork, or, in this case, glass
bl ock) unenbel I'i shed and prinmarily horizontal conpositions, often formed with two or three
di screte, geonetric vol unes.

(continued on page 4, DPR523L)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 story commercial building
*P4. Resources Present: X Building [ Structure [JObject [JSite [District [ Element of District [ Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b.Description of Photo:
(View, date, accession #)
Vi ew facing east, 2009.

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:

X Historic []Prehistoric [] Both

1948, building permt, 61 years
ol d.

*P7. Owner and Address:

*P8. Recorded By: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

F. Maggi/L. Dill/J. Kusz

Archives & Architecture, LLC
PO Box 1332
San Jose, CA 95109

*P9. Date Recorded: 5/ 6/ 09
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)

o . I nt ensive
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".)
Santa Cruz Historic Building Survey - Vol. |Ill, Department of Planning and Conmmunity
Devel opnent, City of Santa Cruz, 2012.

*Attachments:

[ None X Continuation Sheet [ District Record [ Rock Art Record [ other (List):
X Location Map [ Building, Structure, and Object Record [ Linear Feature Record [] Artifact Record

[ Sketch Map [ Archaeological Record [ Milling Station Record  [] Photograph Record

DPR 523A (1/95) * Required Information



State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION ARl

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 2 of 5 *NRHP/CRHR Status Code  3CS
Resource Name (Assigned by recorder) Ful mer's Furniture Store

B1. Historic Name: Ful mer's Furniture Store

B2. Common Name: 428 Front St. - University Copy/ Yoga Center

B3. Original Use: Auto repair B4. Present Use: Commer ci al m xed- use

*B5. Architectural Style: ~ Art NMbder ne

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
Constructed in 1948.

*B7. Moved? INo [JYes [JUnknown Date: n/a Original Location: n/ a
*B8. Related Features:

None.

B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Ol o Hackbarth
*B10. Significance: Theme Commerci al Devel opnent Area: Downt own

Period of Significance: 1948 - 1954 Property Type: Commer ci al Applicable Criteria: (3)

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

This building was constructed in 1948 by contractor Olo Hackbarth as an auto body shop. The
building (formerly addressed as 295 Front St.) only served this function for two years before
it was occupied by Fulmer’s Furniture Store in 1950.

In Santa Cruz, Front Street (originally named Main Street) was initially devel oped as the

pri mary downtown thoroughfare. In 1866, Thomas Wi ght and Sol onon Foreman conpleted a survey
(whi ch becane the two-part "Oficial Map of Santa Cruz" and "Official Map B of Santa Cruz") and
Front Street then became a secondary street to the newl y-nanmed Pacific Avenue. Front Street

t hen subsequently evolved as Santa Cruz's Chinatown; this period ended with a fire in 1894 that
destroyed many of the early structures. Further devel opnment of Front Street renmai ned sporadic
until after 1918 (with the exception of construction of the County jail and Hall of Records in
the late nineteenth century)when structures relating to the burgeoning auto industry began
appearing al ong here. (continued on page 4, DPR523L)

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes) None

*B12. References: (Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

City of Santa Cruz building permts.

City of Santa Cruz Standard Map, 1929.

Lehmann, Susan. Hi storic Context Statenent for City of Santa
Cruz. 2000.

Polk. R L., Santa Cruz City Directory. 1940-1989.

Sanborn Fire |nsurance Maps, 1905-1950.

Santa Cruz Sentinel, Plans for Furniture Store, 8/4/1946.

(Continued on page 5, DPR523L)

B13. Remarks: None

*B14. Evaluator: Leslie DIl
*Date of Evaluation: May 6, 2009

(This space reserved for official comments.)

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required Information



State of California - The Resources Agency
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION ?F_*' " |
rinomial
LOCATION MAP

Page 3 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Ful mer's Furniture Store

* Map Name: Santa Cruz, Calif.

*Scale: n. t.s. * Date of Map: 1954 (revised 1994)

DPR 523J (1/95)
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CONTINUATION SHEET
Page 4 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Fulmer's Furniture Store
*Recorded By F. Maggi/L. Dill/J. Kusz *Date 5/ 6/2009 X continuation [] Update

(Continued from page 1, DPR523a, P3a Descri ption)

The buil ding has a symretrical conposition: the outer corners, originally offices, are |ower
and set forward on the site as separate volunmes. These vol unes have curved inner corners that
flank the main, recessed central area. Bridging between the outer corners is a slender,
Streanl i ne Moderne awning that projects forward above the sidewal k. It curves at its ends,
where it neets the front wall. Beneath the awning is a character-defining display space that
projects to the sidewal k, flanked by synmetrical, deeply recessed entries. This central display
space is set apart visually fromthe rest of the storefront area by taller w ndows and use of
di stinctive materials. The roof of the central volunme, originally part of a main garage and
show oom steps up fromthe outer wings; the central and rear garage volume is primarily
utilitarian in design, with a sinple parapet wall and plain upper wings walls in front of the
expansi ve | owsl ope roof. The building has a | arge, approximately rectangular footprint that
follows the sidewal k frontage as noted, and runs the full depth of the property where the
parcel is slightly angled at the San Lorenzo River.

The structure and exterior walls are reinforced concrete bl ock. The exposed north side wall has
been altered with an added ribbon display w ndow of anodized alum num The nmain front facade is
faced with stucco. The header area of the central display space includes Streamine speed
stripes, and the bul khead of this area consists of ribbed glass block. The bul kheads of the
outer storefronts consist of black ceramc tiles. The display w ndows consist of |arge sheets
of plate glass connected by narrow painted muntins that are clearly original in their design.
An integral curved sign has been installed at the center of the main parapet wall; this appears
to be recent, as it is nade of plywod; however, it is conpatible with the overall conposition.

(Continued from page 2, DPR523b, B10 Significance)

Ful mer's furniture store was owned and operated by F. Roy Ful mer. Ful mer al so served as the
Mayor of Santa Cruz from 1943-1946, and owned/ operated various businesses in the Santa Cruz
area. Hs wife, Maybelle B. Ful ner, was an acconplished California artist. Mving to the area
in 1923 fromlIllinois, Fulmer first operated the Tire Service Center on Front Street and Soquel
Avenue, then the Big Basin Lodge and G ft Shop, and a separate gift shop on the Boardwal k,
along with Fulmer’s Furniture Store. The furniture store was co-operated by his business
partner, Al Tanner, and was |ocated on Pacific Ave. until 1950. Wen Ful mer opened his
furniture store at 428 Front St. in 1950, it was billed as Santa Cruz’'s largest furniture store
at the time. In 1954, Fulmer left the furniture business to focus on his other business
pursuits. The store was sold to R O MMhan, a businessman from Fresno who owned a chain of
88 furniture stores throughout California. The store was then renanmed Haber’s Thrift Store and
sol d used furniture. It remained in operation until at |east 1977. By 1988, the property was
occupi ed by the Appliance Service Center and University Copy.

S| GNI FI CANCE

The property was found eligible for the California Register of Hi storical Resources under
Criterion (3). The building is not individually significant to the devel opnent of the downtown
area, and although it was one of a nunber of auto-oriented uses along Front Street, the

i mportant pattern of devel opnent of this portion of the downtown has |ost nuch of its historic
setting, and thus would not appear to be eligible under Criterion (1). The personages
associated with the original auto body shop on this property are not known to be historically
significant, therefore the property would not appear to be eligible under Criterion (2) based
upon the current information available. The building is a distinctive representative of its
time as an Art Modderne conmmercial buil ding, and appears eligible under Criterion (3).

(Conti nued on next page)

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information
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Page 5 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Fulmer's Furniture Store
*Recorded By F. Maggi/L. Dill/J. Kusz *Date 5/ 6/ 2009 X continuation [] Update

(Conti nued from previous page)
When considered for listing within the Historic Building Survey of the City of Santa Cruz, the
property neets the following criteria:

1. The building is a significant exanple of the built environment heritage of the City as a
representative of late 1940s buil dings constructed to serve the auto service industry in Santa
Cruz; and

5. The buil di ng possesses special aesthetic nerit and value due to its quality of architecture,
retaining sufficient features that show its architectural significance; and

6. The buil ding possesses distinctive stylistic characteristics of the Art Mderne style; and
7. The building retains sufficient integrity to accurately convey its significance.

Integrity
The property maintains nost of its historical integrity as per the National Register's seven

aspects of integrity. It maintains its original |location on Front Street, in downtown Santa

Cruz; it is still surrounded by much, but not all of its apparent historic setting, including
surroundi ng comerci al buildings of siml|ar age, scale and design and parcels with sinlar
set backs, parking, and streetscape. It retains its post-Wrld War Il conmmercial scale and
feeling and continues, through its form massing and detailing, to illustrate its associations

with minor patterns of commercial design in the md-twentieth century. The majority of the
front facade retains its integrity with the Art Mdderne style, including: the stucco finish,
sl ender, curved awning, curved office walls, full-height display w ndows, narrow nullions,
speed-stripe applied decoration, glass block, and black tile. The north-side w ndow addition
does not detract fromthe original character-defining materials and workmanshi p, and the basic
integrity of the subject property appears to have been preserved.

(Conti nued from page 2, DPR523b, B12 References)

Santa Cruz Sentinel, Not running for re-election, 4/4/1947.

Santa Cruz Sentinel, Fulmer’s Furniture Store Bought by McMahans, 9/19/1951.
Santa Cruz Sentinel, Tire Store Oaner, 3/1/1953.

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information





